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ArtsReady is a national initiative of South Arts 



General principles adapted from pages 9-10 of 
Disaster Grantmaking: A Practical Guide

• Do no harm.  Learn about the effects of trauma on individuals and 
communities, and familiarize yourself with the kinds of interventions that 
do and don't help.

• Stop, look and listen before taking action 
• Don't act in isolation.  Identify what local funders/agencies are already 

doing. 
• Think beyond the immediate crisis to the long term.
• Bear in mind the expertise of local organizations.  Identify experts who 

may have useful knowledge or skills to inform your actions.  Determine 
what special skills or training artists or grantees will need to provide 
constructive support to the community.

• Find out how prospective grantees operate.
• Be accountable to those you are trying to help.
• Communicate your work widely and use it as an education tool.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B5FaYbAArE-7eWloNGdhd1hWNjA/edit?pref=2&pli=1


Grant-making principles adapted from NCAPER's 
Essential Guidelines

1. Your grants should be responsive to the needs 
expressed by the field.

2. Assessment is a critical process for 
understanding needs and issues and planning 
what your response can look like.

3. Help artists and arts organization in parity, if 
possible. 

4. Make grants according to need and potential 
impact (don't make artistic merit the leading 
criterion).

5. Lighten up on earned income or matching 
requirements.

http://craftemergency.org/pages/Essential%20%20Guidelines%20for%20Arts%20Responders%20REVISED%2010-2015.pdf


Five Research-Based Principles for Activities 
That Promote Recovery Following Mass 
Trauma:

• a sense of safety
• calm
• a sense of being able to solve problems for 

oneself or as part of a group (such as family 
or any school, religious or community 
group that the person can identify with)

• connectedness to social support, and
• hope

http://www.nimh.nih.gov/news/science-news/2008/research-based-principles-may-help-improve-mental-health-recovery-following-mass-trauma.shtml


Quotes from Johns Hopkins University, Urban Health 
Institute, Introduction to Trauma-Informed Care

"Trauma does not occur in a vacuum. It occurs both 
within communities and to communities." 

"Reactions to trauma can lead to confrontation both 
within service settings and out in the community. It 
can even interfere with the way people approach 
potentially helpful relationships, such as those offered 
in the service context."

"Trauma exposure is related to… PTSD, depression, 
anxiety, panic reactions, sleep problems and 
dissociation. In addition, people can develop risky 
behaviors to deal with the pain of trauma, including 
drug abuse, physical inactivity, repetition of original 
trauma and perpetuation of interpersonal violence. 
Unaddressed, this can lead to serious social issues, 
including long-term use of multiple human service 
systems, intergenerational trauma, delinquency, 
violence and criminal activity."

http://urbanhealth.jhu.edu/_PDFs/SDH_2015_Brief_1.pdf


ArtPlace America and the Urban Institute (April 2016):

Exploring the Ways Arts and Culture Intersect with Public 
Safety:
Identifying Current Practice and Opportunities for Further 
Inquiry

http://www.artplaceamerica.org/view/pdf?f=public://pictures
/artplace_field_scan_safety_ross_apr_2016_updated.pdf

The "five categories" of arts-based placemaking efforts they 
say contribute to public safety are:

Projects that promote empathy and understanding
Projects that influence law and policy
Projects that provide career opportunities
Projects that support well-being, and 
Projects that advance quality of place

http://www.artplaceamerica.org/view/pdf?f=public://pictures/artplace_field_scan_safety_ross_apr_2016_updated.pdf

	Responding to Community Trauma
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	�General principles adapted from pages 9-10 of Disaster Grantmaking: A Practical Guide�
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

