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About the Arts Education Partnership

• The Arts Education Partnership is a center within Education 
Commission of the States dedicated to advancing the arts in 
education through research, policy and practice.

• AEP serves as the nation’s hub for individuals and organizations 
committed to making high-quality arts education accessible to all 
U.S. students, improving arts education practice, and researching 
how art influences and strengthens American education. 

• We serve our Partner Organizations by providing priority access 
to research and information, and creating opportunities for 
communication and collaboration between arts disciplines and 
across sectors.



2020 Action Agenda

 The Arts Leading the Way to Student 
Success: A 2020 Action Agenda for 
Advancing the Arts in Education sets 
forth an ambitious plan for achieving 
the Action Agenda’s five-year 
aspirational goal: By the year 2020 every 
young person in America, at every grade 
level, from pre-kindergarten through 
grade 12, will have equitable access to 
high quality arts learning opportunities, 
both during the school day and in out-of-
school time.



2020 Action Agenda

The Agenda identifies four state level priority areas in 
which arts and education leaders can situate their work:

I. Raise Student Achievement and Success
II. Support Effective Educators and School Leaders

III. Transform the Teaching and Learning Environment
IV. Build Leadership Capacity and Knowledge



ESSA Resources



ESSA Resources – Quick Guides

This report provides insight into key areas of the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) that have prompted 
questions and concerns from education leaders and 
policymakers as they prepare to implement this new 
law.

The ten ESSA issues explored in this report include:
 Assessment Flexibility
 Assessment Participation and Opt-Outs
 Innovative Assessment Pilot
 Indicators of School Quality or Student Success
 English Learners and Accountability
 Supporting Low-Performing Schools
 Teachers and School Leaders
 Title I’s Supplement-Not-Supplant Provision
 Title IV – 21st Century Schools
 State Plans

http://www.ecs.org/essa-quick-guides-on-top-issues/



AEP web site regularly 
updated with additional 
resources

 http://www.aep-arts.org/essa/

Additional ESSA Resources



 Stay tuned for a new resource that will 
highlight how the increased flexibility 
available to state and local education 
agencies in ESSA opens up 
opportunities for the arts. 
 Areas to be explored include:

 Title I plans and programs
 Establishing accountability metrics
 Creating innovative assessments
 Developing state plans for 

implementing ESSA

ESSA Resources Coming Soon



The ArtsEd Digest gives subscribers easy access 
to vital and timely news and information about 
arts and education from our partners and from 
the field, including new research, programs, 
events and job opportunities.
http://www.ecs.org/stay-current/newsletters/

This information is being provided as part of the Arts in Education program administered by the U.S. Department of Education. 
Information and materials mentioned or shown during this presentation are provided as resources and examples for the viewer's 
convenience. Their inclusion is not intended as an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education.

Stay Connected
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