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Headlines

• Creative economies exhibit resilience in the face of turbulence

• Creative economies contribute to regional economic 
development strategies

• Creative economies thrive in rural and heartland regions

• Regions leverage unique creative ecosystems and assets



Creativity and resilience in the face of 
turbulence
AZ Creative Communities













Learnings

• Multi-sector (public-private) 
partnerships and networked and 
community-led approaches can be 
part of a community development 
orientation to creative economy work

• Communities can and do define 
objectives for arts, culture, and the 
creative economy that are consistent 
with an economic development 
approach (tourism, destination 
marketing, branding of place)



Creative economies and regional 
economic development
Northwest Arkansas' creative approach to regional development















Learnings

• Arts, culture, and the creative economy can be a core part of a regional 
positioning strategy

• Economic development strategies increasingly incorporate explicit goals 
for arts, culture, and the creative economy

• The private sector and private philanthropy can be instrumental in 
supporting arts, culture, and the creative economy

• The creative economy can be a driver of talent attraction/a core part of 
aspirations for talent attraction



Creative ecosystems across contexts
Northeast Kindgdom, Southern Minnesota, Georgia, and more



Georgia: 
Film Industry



Western Mass: Individual Artists



Bellevue, WA: Gaming Industry



Learnings

• Regions have vastly differing and distinctive 
creative economy profiles in terms of key 
sectors and industry and employment growth 
trends

• Sector development strategies and/or a focus 
on key industries can be effective and with the 
right vision and investments a region (or state) 
can become a key market in a specific industry

• Understanding the health and vitality of a 
regional (or state) creative economy over time 
can be important to economic/sector 
development planning


