
Art s Across t he  Pra ir ie :
Placemaking in Rural 

Nor t h Dakota
This statewide program is in collaboration with the North Dakota Department of  

Transportation, North Dakota Tourism, and the State Legislature.

The seven-year program has an approximate budget of  $5 million.



ARTS ACROSS 
THE PRAIRIE:
PLACEMAKING 
IN RURAL 
NORTH 
DAKOTA

A r t s  A c r o ss  t h e  Pr a ir ie  is a f irst -of - it s -

kind ,  s t a t e wid e ,  pub lic  a r t  p rog ra m f rom 

NDCA. This  p rog ra m will c re a t e  e ig ht  

la rg e -sc a le  a r t  ins t a lla t ions  –  one  for  e a ch 

g e og ra phic  re g ion in t he  s t a t e  –  t ha t  

re f le c t  t he  uniq ue  his tory,  la nd sca pe ,  a nd  

cult ura l he r it a g e  of  t he se  re g ions. 

All e ig ht  ins t a lla t ions  will b e  p la ce d  in rura l 

loca t ions. Rura l = no b uild ing s or  pe op le !



Public A r t  is conceived f or  a par t icular  
p la c e  or  c ommunit y  w it h  t he  in t e n t ion  of  
b e ing  b r oa d ly  a c c e ss ib le . 

I t  ca n ta ke  a  va rie ty of forms, size s, a nd  
sca le s. Addit iona lly, the  a rt  ca n be  
tempora ry or pe rma nent . 

W HAT IS 
PUBLIC ART?



P u b lic  a r t  c a n  in c lu d e :

MURA LS S C ULPTURES MEMO RIA LS

and more!



W HAT IS CREATIVE 
PLACEMAKING?

Creative Placemaking instills meaning—
a grea ter sense of identity and 
understanding of where we live, work, 
and visit—crea ting memorable 
experiences for a ll. 



C r e a t iv e  P la c e m a k in g  h u m a n iz e s  
t h e  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  p r o v id e s  

a n  in t e r s e c t io n  b e t w e e n
p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  f u t u r e ,  

a n d  c a n  h e lp  c o m m u n it ie s  t h r iv e .



W HERE W E ARE:
Region 1 -  NW North Da kota

• NEA “Our Town” grant received, a long with additional funds from priva te donors, 
ND Commerce and the Andrist Charitable Foundation 

• Priva te land sought near Writing Rock Sta te Historica l Society site
• Artist and project selected



Region 1 -  NW 
North Da kota

Art ist : Tha ne  
Lund



W HERE W E ARE:
Region 4  -  NE North Da kota

• Stakeholder group developed and active
• Site selected –  Dahlen Esker, a  glacia l formation; 
    priva te land nearby for build 
• Artist selected, initia l site visit just took place



Concept proposals 'Sky B' and 'Esker C1' for Region 4 – “Endless Sky - Dynamic Layers" (final design yet to be 
determined)

Large-sca le sculptor and designer, James Peterson is the a rtist for the project titled 
“Endless Sky - Dynamic Layers“. The insta lla tion will be loca ted on priva te property 
near the Dahlen Esker site, midway between the city of Fordville, in Walsh County, 
and Dahlen, a  small unincorpora ted community in Nelson County.



W HERE W E ARE:
Region 2 -  North Central North Dakota

• Stakeholder group developed and active
• Potential sites toured
• Next, securing land and developing concepts 

for artist RFP



W HERE W E ARE:
Region 6 –  SW Ce nt ra l ND

• Stakeholder group developed and active
• Stakeholder group visiting potentia l site 

loca tions
• Next, securing land and developing 

concepts for a rtist RFP



W HERE W E ARE:
Region 8 -  SW North Da kota

• Stakeholder group developed and active
• Site Selection process underway with community and 

Stakeholders—potentia l sites toured
• Next, securing land and developing concepts for a rtist 

RFP



W HAT'S NEXT:
Region 3 
• Seeking stakeholders to commit to project

• Arts, education, business, tribal members, 
government, community; partners f rom all walks 
of  life

• Potential sites for installation
• Rural = no buildings or people!
• Natural landscape based on cultural heritage
• Located of f  a State Highway, best based on 

partnership with ND DOT
• Funding, partnerships, community engagement, 

and more!



W ha t  is a  Sta ke holde r?
• Diverse individuals f rom across all counties

• Commit to ongoing (monthly) meetings over Zoom

• Facilitate site selection for proposed art installation

• Engage community members and leadership

• Assist in artist selection

• Celebrate regional cultural heritage and spread knowledge



A RTS A CROSS THE PRA IRIE 
GOALS

• St rengthen cross-county 
networking and regional 
collaborat ion

• Promote tour ism f or  in-  
and out -of -state v isitors

• Heighten v isibilit y of  ND’s 
creat ive sector  and talent

• St imulate economic 
act iv it y and development  
in rural areas of  North 
Dakota

• Build st ronger ar ts 
communit ies across the 
state

• I nvest  in North Dakota 
ar t ists by prov iding 
prof essional t raining and 
support

• Celebrate and leverage 
exist ing assets with an 
inf usion of  creat ive 
expression



Arts Across the Prairie was developed to celebrate 
the cultural heritage of  rural areas, foster creative relationships 

across counties and regions, bolster NDCA’s role 
as a rural development partner, and spur 
economic development through tourism. 

Furthermore, as a community-driven initiative, 
it aims to promote civic pride, af f irm uniqueness of  place, 
and strengthen cultural identity. This program will create 

public-private partnerships throughout the state and will provide 
a national model of  this type of  creative placekeeping.



STA Y UP TO DA TE!

FA C EBO O K

@a rtsa crossthe pra irie ND

  

INS TA GRA M

@ndcouncilona rts

W EB

www.a rts.nd .g ov/

a rts-a cross-pra irie  

NDC A  S PEC IA L PRO J EC TS  C O O RDINA TO R
Bre nna  La hre n  b la hre n@nd .g ov
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